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(R. Andrews, 7-76)

Hamilton Hotel Mid 1880s
90-98 West Washington Street and

10-18 Jonathan Street

Hagerstown

Washington County

The Hamilton Hotel is one of the last remaining of several
large hotel structures erected in Hagerstown in the late nineteenth
century and is ref]ective‘of the strong influence transportation
had on the City's economy at the time. Built in the mid 1880s for
William T. Hamilton, Governor of Maryland from 1880 to 1884, the
brick building is four stories high and has large, projecting corner
towers and countersunk panels dividing the street elevations (south
and west sides) into bays. The upper stories of the building appear
to be basically unaltered as well as the series of shop fronts along
Jonathan Street (west side). The building presently has apartments

and offices.
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C OMMON:

Hamilton Hotel

AND/OR HISTORIC:

Hotel Hamilton

STREET AND NUMBER:

90-98 West Washington Street and 10-18 Jonathan Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Hagerstown

STATE

COUNTY:

Maryland

Washington

CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
STATUS
(Check One) OWNERSHIP u TO THE PUBLIC
O District (X Building O Public Public Acquisition: X Occupied Yes:
O Site O Structure |X] Private ] in Process [ Unoeeupied X1 Ressricted
1 Object O Both ] Being Considered (] Preservation work O Unrestricted
in progress O Ne
PRESENT USE (Check One ar More as Appropriate)
O Agricultural ] Gavernment {J Park O Transpartation X Camments
X} Commercial O Industrial ] Private Residence [3 Other (Specity) hotel
[ Educational [ Military ] Religious offices 5
[T] Entertsinment O Museum [ Scientific ShOpS

WNER'S N AME:

Wesmarco Enterprises, Inc.

STREET AND NUMBER:

Box 2121

CITY OR TOWN:

H

t

21740

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Washington County Courthouse

STREET AND NUMBER:

95 West Washington Street

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE

Hagerstown Maryland
Cu .

TITLE OF SURVEY:

DATE OF SURVEY: 7] Federal ] State ] Caunty [ Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:
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CONDITION

({Check One)
[} Excellent K] Good [3 Fair [ Deterioroted ] Ruins 3 -Unexposed
(Check One) (Check One)
] Altered Uncltered [T Moved X} Original Site

The Hamilton Hotel stands at 90-98 West Washington Street in

The building is Tocated on the northeast
corner of the intersection of Washington and Jonathan Streets, one block
west of Public Square.

Hagerstown, Washington County.

The building is a mid 1880s, hugely proportioned brick structure
which is four stories in height with three, five stories high, corner
towers (southeast, southwest, and. northwest corners).
along Washington Street and part way along Jonathan Street have modern
commercial fronts with the remaining portions of the building being fairly
original, including the four store fronts at 10-18 Jonathan Street. The
exterior is painted white although much of the paint is peeling off.

The street elevations are divided into bays by countersunk panels which
extend from the second floor up to the cornice level.
windows have double-hung, wooden, rectangular sashes with two-over-two
and segmental arch frames with scroll decoration in the arch panels.

The Washington Street (south side) corner towers have three,
small, one sash windows in each below a bracketed cornice. A slightly
projecting bay in the center of this elevation contains the main entrance
for the hotel with a pair of round arch windows on the second floor,
tripartite bay window on the third and fourth floors, and an open
balustrade on the roof. The marquise above the doorway is arched and
supported by two chains mounted to the brick wall.
original and was probably added about 1920.
as shown in an 1887 publication (Hagerstown, Maryland Illustrated, p. 65),
had a porch which projected slightly and was supported by double, :
classical columns.

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 2 4D ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The

The original entrance way,

The street Tevel

Most of the

marquise is not

The building appears to be structurally sound.

43S

SNOITLONYLSNI



\
J
INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

[3 Pre-Columbion
3 15th Century

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[ 16th Century
3 17th Century

[J 18th Century
X 19th Century

{J 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (Tl Applicable and Known)

Mid 1880s

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginol O] Educotion O] Palitical ] Urbon Planning
3 Prehistoric [ Engineering [ Religion/Phi.- [ Other (specity)
[} Histeric [ Industry losophy

] Agriculture 1 Invention ] Science

Xl Architecturs [0 Landscope [ Sculpture

O Arm Architecture [ Sociel/Humon-

X} Cammerce [ Literoture itarion

[} Communications 1 Mititary [0 Theater

] Conservation [0 Music %] Tronsportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Hamilton Hotel is one of the last remaining of several large
hotel structures which were built in Hagerstown in the late nineteenth
century when the City was entering into a period of economic boom
associated with the great post Civil War industrialization period in the
United States. Hagerstown was rapidly developing into a transportation
center and, with its growth, a number of large hotels were constructed
to meet the traveler's "bed and board" needs.

The Hamilton Hotel, referred to in contemporary literature as
the Hotel Hamilton, was built about the mid 1880s for William T. Hamilton
(1820-1888), a former Governor . of Maryland, Hamilton purchased most of
the property on which the hotel stands in the first half of the 1880s
(for title references, see Deed Book 171, p. 126). Included is the site
of the Antietam House, an early nineteenth century hostelry which stood
on the corner of Washington and Jonathan Streets. The present building
is illustrated in the 1887 Hagerstown, Maryland Il1lustrated (p. 65).

Hamilton, a native of Hagerstown, was elected to the Maryland
House of Delagates in 1846 and served in the United States House of
Representatives from 1849 to 1853 and in the United States Senate from
1869 to 1875. In 1880, Hamilton, a Democrat, was elected Governor of
Maryland for a four year term under the State Constitution of 1867. A
few years before constructing the Hotel Hamilton, about the late 1870s,
Hamilton had been a major investor in the Baldwin Hotel which stands to -
the east at 36-48 West Washington Street (History of Washington County,
vol.. I, p. 399).

By comparison with the 1887 published illustration, the
exterior of the Hamilton Hotel has been changed little over the years.
The street level facades along Washington Street (south side) and a small
part of the Jonathan Street side (west) have been extensively modernized.
The upper stories and the series of shop fronts on Jonathan Street,
however, all appear to be fairly original. The Jonathan Street store
facades are a primary historical source for restoration of late nineteenth
century commercial buildings in Hagerstown.

.
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Washington County Land Records, Courthouse, Hagerstown, Maryland.

Williams, Thomas J. C. A History of Washington County, Maryland, 2 vols.,
Hagerstown, Maryland: John M. Runk and L. R. Titsworth, 1906.

Hagerstown, Maryland ITlustrated. Hagerstown,

Maryland: Mail Pﬁb]ishing Company, 1887.

L ’ .‘LB;IGITUD-!'.:. COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY OR DEFINING TOHFELCEE;;TTEHRA:O_;Z: iZRAE:ROPERTY
GORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE _ LONGITUDE )
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW o ] » -] ’ Ld (o] » - o » »
NE o ] » o ’ »
SE o ] » o 13 »
sw [+ ' [ ] o ' [ ]

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED ‘PROPERTY:

EAcreage Justification:

The property measures approximately 82' x 140°'.

NAME AND TITLE

Ronald L. Andrews, Historic Preservation Consultant — (mbe )
ORGAMZAnE;ty of Hagerstoun July 27, 1976
STREET ANDCN;J:;E;’a]_]

CITYORTOWITI;\gerstown T Maryland

State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only)

significance of this property is:
National [] State [} Local [

Signature
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o UNITED STATFS CEFARTVENT OF THE INTERICR pa _ mac. 11450 0
MATICONAL PARK SERVICE -
\VWeshingion D.C. 20240
HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION
APPLICATION—PART 1

Inefructions: Applicant should reed ike instructions carefully betore completing epplicetion. No certifization may be made unless a com pic'ed
arplicgtion form ks been received. Use iyl swriter of print cleerly in Seck ink to complete the epplication form. If edoitiona!l speceis nez -« 1o

comiplete Part 1, use the reverse SiC'e Of & SESE

epplication may be cemrplelsd end sent 10 the appropriate Stete Hislonic Freservation Officer &t anytime during the year.
PART 1 EVALUATICN OF SIGKRIFICEANCE

A Ll Gherls Hamilton Hotel/Hotel Hamilton

U 90-98 West Washingtan Street and 10 - 18 Jonathan Street
Hagerstown

County ashington gize  MD Zip Coce 20799
Hagerstown Canmercial Core Historical District

City -
Wzme of tstoric gisirict in which propenty is loczted:

Check here if requesf is for: _ '

% certificztion {structure contributes to significance of the district)

D Gece-iification {structure does not coniribute to significance of the districi)

O easement qualification (for donation of easement on structure or land for conservation purpeses).
2. Description ot Fhysical Appeerence:

{seg instructicns for Mep znd phologreph reQuiremenis-use reverse sice il nezessary)

See reverse side

3. Stztement of Significance:
(use reverse sioe if necessary)

o Sece reverse side

3 1 v
Date of construction (if known):nw;ﬁx Originalsite . O WMoved O Date of alterations (if known) __. __
4. Name and ltailing Address of Owner:

riame _ Hamilton Partnership

50 Summit Avenue

Street
City Hagerstown State MD Zip Code .z.lliq
Telephione number (Quring cay): Arez Code 30 =733~-4366

7y .

| hereby attest thal the in19rmalion I have provided is to fhe best of my novl-ieo(’;.e.'coxr ict, bnd tha | zm owner of the property describec above.
Niasy |
4 \ DY \ \ -

8 e !
Signature \x‘-\ﬁ”' \}(;'.: \')C/#n./‘\._/. i?" (r)‘_/; 2

{ \/)5 4 . Date
«Social Security Number or Taxpayer ldentification Number 2-1271282

T

X ¢ e - BRI TR LS i, S TR T TA T IR T RS T TR SIS
For office use only
The structure described above is included withinthe bouncaries o! a Repisterec Historic District and contributes [ doesnotcontribuielo

the character of the district.

The structure O appears O does not appear 10 meel Natior.al Register Criteriz for Evaluation (36 CFR60 6)and O will likely 0O willnot be
nomir:zted 10 the liztional Register in accor€ with the Depariment ot the Interior procecures (36 CRF B0j.

The structure is locatec ina districl.which O zppears D does not appear 10 mee: Nationa! Repister Criterie for Evaluztion (36CFFE0E &rc
O will likely O wili not be nominated to the Nztioral Repister in accor¢ with Deparntment of the Interior procedures (35 CFR €0;.
and D appears [ does not appear 10 contribute to the characier of s2i0 district or O will likely O will not be recomm.endec for

certification as substantially %ﬁ&! Register cniteria.
-7 -5
Sicreiure _i’i____/_,_z___—-—

» Date
g =7 Historic Preservation O!licer

rate plain shest 0! peper clearly indicating the cwher’s neme and meiling eogdress. Fert 1c!’s
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|E NEEDED USE THIS SIDE TO CCHMPLETE ANSWERS 10 PART 1

2.)

The Hamilton Hotel stands at 90-98 West Washington Street in
Hagerstown, Washington County. The building is located on the northeast
corner of the intersection of Washington and Jonathan Streets, one block
west of Public Square.

The building is a mid 1880's, hugely proportioned brick structure
which is four stories in height with three, five stories high, ocorner
towers (southeast, southwest, and northwest corners). The street level
along Washington Street and part way alang Jonathan Street have modern
camercial fronts with the remaining portions of the building being fairly
original, including the four store fronts at 10 - 18 Jonathan Street. The
exterior is painted white although much of the paint is peeling off.

The street elevations are divided into bays by countersunk panels which
extend fram the second floor up to the cornice level. Most of the
windows have double-hung, wooden, rectangular sashes with two-over—two
and segmental arch frames with scroll decoration in the arch panels.

The Washington Street (south side) corner towers have three, small,
one sash windows in each below a bracketed cornice. A slightly projecting
bay in the center of this elevation contains the main entrance for the
hotel with a pair of round arch windows on the second floor, tripartite
bay window on the third and fourth floors, and an open balustrade on
the roof. The marquise above the doorway is arched and supported by two
chains mounted to the brick wall. The marguise is not original and was
probably added about 1920. The original entrance way, as shown in an
1887 publication (Hagerstown, Maryland Illustrated, p. 65), had a porch
which projected slightly and was supported by double, classical columns.

The building appears to be structurally sound.

3.)

The Hamilton Hotel is one of the last remaining of several large
hotel structures which were built in Hagerstown in the late nineteenth
century when the City was entering into a period of economic boam
associated with the great post Civil War industrialization pericd in the
United States. Hagerstown was rapidly developing into a transportation
center and, with its growth, a number of large hotels were constructed
to meet the traveler's "bed and board" needs.

The Hamilton Hotel, referred to in contemporary literature as
the Hotel Hamilton, was built about the mid 1880s for William T. Hamilton
(1820-1888), a former Governor of Maryland. Hamilton purchased most of
the property on which the hotel stands in the first half of the 1880s
{(for title references, see Deed Book 171, p. 126). Included is the site
of the Antietam House, an early nineteenth century hostelry which stood
on the comer of Washington and Jonathan Streets. The present building
is illustrated in the 1887 Hagerstown, Maryland Illustrated (p 65).
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Hamilton, a native of Hagerstown, was elected to the Maryland House
of Delegates in 1846 and served in the United States House of Representatives
from 1849 to 1853 and in the United States Senmate from 1869 to 1875. In
1880, Hamilton, a Democrat, was elected Governor of Maryland for a four
year term under the State Constitution of 1867. A few years before
constructing the Hotel Hamilton, about the late 1870s, Hamilton had
been a major investor in the Baldwin Hotel which stands to the east
at 36-48 West Washington Street (History of Washington County, vol. I, p. 399).

.~ By camparison with the 1887 published illustration, the exterior
of the Hamilton Hotel has been changed little over the years. The street
level facades along Washington Street (south side) and a small part of
the Jonathan Street side (west) have been extensively modernized. The
upper stories and the series of shop fronts on Jonathan Street, however,
all appear to be fairly originmal. The Jonathan Street store facades are
a primary historical source for restoration of late nineteenth century
canmercial buildings in Hagerstown.
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Hamilton Hotel

SITE:

90-98 West Washington Street and
10-18 Jonathan Street

Hagerstown
Washington County, Maryland
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Hamilton Hotel WA-HAG-119
90~98 West Washington Street
Hagerstown

Washington, County

circa 1920s view

source: Hilton C. Smith, Hagerstown
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Hamilton Hotel WA-HAG-119
90-98 Washington Street
Hagerstown

Washington County

circa 1920s view
source; Hilton C. Smith, Hag.




